The Causes of the World War

According to the terms of alliance they were not bound
to participate in any but a defensive, unsought war; and
they felt that this was a war of aggression on the part of
Germany and Austria, so that no casus foederis existed.

William II himself, in one of those marginal notes in
which he was in the habit of bluntly expressing his
impressions, drew the obvious conclusion from the Italian
and Rumanian decisions. "Our allies/' he wrote bitterly,
"are falling away from us like rotten apples. This means
a complete collapse of German as well as Austro-
Hungarian diplomacy. It should and could have been
avoided."(*9)
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